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                PRESS RELEASE

Ironfest 2011 Final Count-down
There are only days now, until one of the most interesting significant regional events in Australia; the annual Lithgow District Ironfest, this year to be titled ‘Steampunk’.
Held 3 weeks later than usual (because Anzac Day coincides with Easter) the festival will take place over the weekend of May 14 & 15, and is expected to attract over 13,000 visitors from all around Australia and the world.

With its large-scale historical re-enactments, its avant-guard street performers, an eclectic musical & circus program, blacksmithing demonstrations, art exhibitions & much more, the festival is renowned for its quality & cultural uniqueness. 
Founding Festival Director, Macgregor Ross: “I’d argue that our entertainment program is as good as many of the bigger metropolitan festivals, if not better. We have an embarrassment of riches. The Napoleonic battle is without peer in the Southern hemisphere, and the Jousting this year has taken a turn to the quirky, with the new KnightRiders show. The belly dancing is just getting bigger & bigger. We’ve got a new exhibition of film, poetry & clay work. By going steampunk (the theme for this year) we’ve really touched a nerve. This will be the best ever show, no doubt.” 
Steampunk is a science fiction sub-genre; think Jules Verne, the Golden Compass, H.G. Wells. 

Ironfest visitors this year will see a number of steampunk art exhibitions, including work by Sydney artist Sir Dij Dijor & local artist blacksmith, Phil Spark. They’ll also see plenty of steampunk performers, including the Katoomba Amusement Co, the Lotus Fire Dancers, and of course, those regular steampunk Icarus kangaroos; steampunk fashion by Gallery Serpentine & Exotic Designs from Sydney, and even some real steam with a number of machines to be in attendance.
Macgregor Ross again: “We will still have all our favourite events. They’ll just be bigger & better. Fingers crossed with the weather. A good weekend and we’ll get a great crowd. The interest is just phenomenal.”
Ironfest was declared to be an event of state significance by Tourism NSW in 2008. It has received many awards for its cultural uniqueness & quality as a tourism product.
For all the latest information, including ticketing information & program details, visit the Ironfest website @ www.ironfest.com.au.

Don’t miss Ironfest 2011, ‘Steampunk’, May 14 & 15, 2011, at the Lithgow Showground, Lithgow, hours: 10 – 5pm Sat & 10 – 4pm Sun.
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