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                PRESS RELEASE

Ironfest 2011 The Final Final Count-down
There are only a number of days to go until the 12th annual Lithgow District Ironfest, which will take place at the Lithgow Showground, May 14 & 15.
Expected to attract over 15,000 visitors from all around Australia and the world, this year’s Ironfest promises to be a real extravaganza.

Founding Festival Director, Macgregor Ross: “There’ll be a fantastic steampunk art & fashion exhibition featuring Sir Dij Dijor & Gallery Serpentine & a whole lot of other steampunkers come up from the city; there’ll be a very full & somewhat unusual program of Jousting featuring Jeremy O’Neail & Ripper Moore from the USA, as well as some of Australia’s finest women Jousters including Sarah Hay & Fiona Williams, and of course for the first time ever we’ll be having the KnightRiders jousting on quad bikes. The Battle of Lithgow Napoleonic battle recreation will be huge this year with over 160 participants; historical displays, kids workshops, a new rapid cannon fire challenge (will be loud!), and other activities. There will be close to 100 musicians on 4 stages, doing a whole range of different musical styles from contemporary Australian to traditional Celtic, to medieval, to music for kids to join in with. There will be over 50 performers: magicians, circus acts, stilt walkers, fire performers, Blacksmiths, Wood-workers, Belly Dancers; the show will be massive.”  

There will be a real focus on things for kids to do: face painting, traditional craft workshops, circus workshops. Or maybe they’d like to go to knight school, where they can learn about chivalry & sword play. Or maybe shoot an arrow.

Macgregor Ross: “We keep hearing that the kids love Ironfest. The educational aspect is one thing we need to promote more. There is nothing better than to learn about history and have fun at the same time.”

Ironfest was declared to be an event of state significance by Tourism NSW. It has received many awards for its cultural uniqueness & quality as a tourism product.
For all the latest information, including ticketing information & program details, visit the Ironfest website @ www.ironfest.com.au.

Ironfest 2011, ‘Steampunk’, May 14 & 15, 2011, at the Lithgow Showground, Lithgow, hours: 10 – 5pm Sat & 10 – 4pm Sun.
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