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                PRESS RELEASE

Ironfest 2011 Preparations On Track
Preparations for one of the more interesting significant regional events in Australia, the Lithgow Ironfest, this year to be titled ‘Steampunk’, are proceeding well.
To be held 3 weeks later than usual (because Anzac Day will coincide with Easter) the festival will take place over the weekend of May 14 & 15, and is expected to attract over 13,000 visitors from all around Australia and the world.

With its large-scale historical re-enactments, its avant-guard street performers, an eclectic musical & circus program, blacksmithing demonstrations, art exhibitions & much more, the festival guarantees a high level of visitor satisfaction. 
Founding Festival Director, Macgregor Ross: “It’s why more & more visitors come. We deliver a quality unique visitor experience and people talk about it. Surveys in the past keep saying the same thing: word of mouth is our best promotion.”

This year’s theme ‘Steampunk’ is proving very popular with participants, the media, as well as the general public. But what does it mean?

Macgregor Ross again: “I’d never heard of steampunk until about 18 months ago when a friend sent me a link to an internet chat-site. Someone had written that they’d been to Ironfest “the best steampunk festival in Australia’. Following an internet search I discovered that steampunk was a bit like Jules Verne meets the Golden Compass, it’s a bit sci-fi, a bit industrial & a bit fantasy, - a great description for Ironfest. So in 2011 you can expect plenty of steam, lots of fantasy, great art, music and heaps of historical action.”

In the past, Ironfest has hosted the ‘International St George’s Day Jousting Tournament’, featuring riders from all around Australia & the world; also the Napoleonic era ‘Battle of Lithgow’, is another major event, featuring artillery, cavalry & infantry. Over 160 re-enactors from all around the world, travel to Lithgow annually to take part in the biggest annual event of its kind in the Southern hemisphere. 
Macgregor Ross again: “We will still have all the favourite events from past years. And they’ll be just bigger & better. Plus we’ll be having a number of new events. The program just looks great. We’re really starting to get excited.”
Ironfest was declared to be an event of state significance by Tourism NSW in 2008. It has received many awards for its cultural uniqueness & quality as a tourism product.
For all the latest information, including ticketing information & program details, visit the Ironfest website @ www.ironfest.com.au.

Don’t miss Ironfest 2011, ‘Steampunk’, May 14 & 15, 2011, at the Lithgow Showground, Lithgow, hours: 10 – 5pm Sat & 10 – 4pm Sun.
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